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Natural Resources

This article is accessible to students only when assigned.

Freckle Level: 11C

Natural resources are the resources like air, water, plants,
animals, and fossil fuels that exist on Earth naturally and freely.
They are not created by humans, but humans need natural
resources to survive. Natural resources are considered the basis
of life on earth, though some are more necessary for survival
than others.

Land, soil, water, trees, air, and sun are all considered precious
natural resources.

Types of Natural Resources

Natural resources are categorized as either renewable or
nonrenewable. Renewable resources are the ones that are
constantly available and can be replaced or recovered when
used. Nonrenewable resources, on the other hand, can’t be easily
replaced after they are used or destroyed. Fossil fuels, for
example, take thousands of years to form so they cannot be
quickly replaced after consumption.

The Importance of Natural Resources

All of the living and nonliving things on Earth exist and interact in
a very complex manner. Every minute of every day, humans rely
upon natural resources to obtain the things they need such as
food and drink, shelter, and transportation. In fact, these three
combined contribute to 60 percent of natural resource
consumption.

Poultry, beef, fish, seeds, and nuts, herbs, fruits, vegetables, and
drinking water are all derived from natural resources. Silverware,
plates, and cups are often created from raw materials that come
from natural resources as well, like fossil fuels and metals. As for
shelter, all homes, public buildings, businesses, and general
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constructed objects are erected, heated, cooled, and kept
running using a variety of natural resources ranging from wood
and stone to fossil fuels. Transportation in the form of airplanes,
trains, and automobiles accounts for an enormous use of fossil
fuels as well.

The problem is that all natural resources are intricately
connected, and when humankind relies too much on one type of
natural resource, it negatively impacts the others and leads to
depletion.

Natural Resource Depletion

Experts are extremely concerned with the amount of natural
resources that humans use on a daily basis. The world’s
population of 7.2 billion people has such high demands that
more natural resources are being used than what the earth can
sustain in the long run. This means that without purposeful
action now, the earth will transform into a dry and desolate land
unable to sustain human life.

An example of deforestation in central Africa

Water, fossil fuels, and trees are the top three natural resources
at risk of becoming depleted. Less than three percent of the
world’s total water is freshwater, and 70 percent of that amount
is used to grow crops and raise animals. Water is an absolute
necessity for life, so the concept of widespread water shortage is
extremely concerning. Fossil fuels, meanwhile, serve as the main
form of energy and transportation around the world. As stocks of
coal, oil, and other fossil fuels begin to diminish, it puts in
question the world’s ability to continue functioning as it does.
Lastly, trees have long suffered deforestation. Half of all forests
have been cleared, destroying habitats for millions of species and
limiting the absorption of greenhouse gases and carbon dioxide.

Preservation Efforts

Environmentalists and other experts are working to draw
attention to natural resource depletion and begin preservation
efforts that ensure future generations will not have to live
without Earth’s most vital natural resources.
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Normal citizens can take steps to preserve natural resources by
using energy efficient appliances, using alternate forms of
transportation like walking, cycling, and buses, and harvesting
rainwater for cleaning and watering plants. It’s also helpful to
reduce consumption, reuse as much as possible, and recycle
what can’t be used again.

Wind mills creating renewable energy to replace fossil fuels

Professionals are making strides toward preservation in a
number of ways. Many countries have enacted specific rules
regarding deforestation so that whatever trees are knocked
down must be replaced within a certain time frame. Alternative
energy sources like wind, hydro, and solar power are helping to
reduce reliance upon fossil fuels, and homes and buildings are
now being built to utilize energy far more efficiently.

With all of these steps combined, plus the advances that are
bound to occur in the future, natural resources have a chance of
being preserved for future generations.
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Why does the author place the section

"The Importance of Natural

Resources" before the section

"Natural Resource Depletion"?

chronology

They each present a different
solution for the problem of
natural resource depletion.

They each focus on and compare
a different type of natural
resource.

The first sections define and
establish the importance of
natural resources while the
latter sections discuss their
depletion.

The sections are organized
based on the chronological
order of events presented within
each section.

the two sections are organized in
order of importance

the two sections are organized
chronologically
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the section "Natural Resource
Depletion" describes a solution
to a problem presented in "The
Importance of Natural
Resources"

knowing the importance of
natural resources emphasizes
the harm of their depletion


